


About the Gwen S. Cherry Black Women Lawyers Association

The Gwen S. Cherry Black Women Lawyers Association {GSCBWLA), formerly
the National Bar Association Women Lawyers Division Dade County Chapter,
was formed in 1985. The Association’s mission is to address the concerns of
women lawyers, and to address the legal, social, and economic needs of the

Black community, and the community-at-large.

For over thirty years, GSCBWLA has been a network of attorneys dedicated to
community service and the professional development of its members. The
Association has placed a strong emphasis on community service through its
community seminars, and programs educating and empowering youth, and
the mentorship of law students. The Association is also known for its support
of its members’ growth and development within the legal profession. With
this support, our members have achieved many “firsts” within Florida as

lawyers within law firms, corporations, government agencies and the judiciary.

In 2005, the association voted to be renamed in honor of community activist
Gwendolyn Sawyer Cherry, who was the first Black female attorney to practice
in Dade County, and the first Black female legislator in the State of Florida.
Throughout the association’s existence, it has grown and its reach has
expanded. Although it began as a Dade County bar association, GSCBWLA
currently represents over three hundred and fifty men and women law

students, lawyers and judges throughout the State of Florida.
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Gwendolyn Sawyer Cherry, Esq. with Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm






















Understanding the Judicial System

Our goal is to assist voters in making an informed decision concerning the
election in the state court system. In the federal system, judges are
appointed. However, in Florida judges may be appointed or elected,
depending on the level of court for which they serve.

The Florida Supreme Court is Florida’s highest state appellate court.
Justices are appointed.

The Third District Court of Appeal reviews the decisions of trial courts
using multi-judge panels. Generally, the decision of the district courts of
appeal are the final appellate review of a contested matter. District court
judges are appointed.

The circuit courts hear a wide range of cases. The Circuit Civil Division hears
foreclosures and civil cases, with damages in excess of $15,000, filed
by an individual, business or government agency. The Circuit Criminal
Division hears major criminal (felony) cases where the resulting penalty
can be imprisonment or death. Sometimes, circuit court judges hear
appeals of county court cases.

The county courts are sometimes called “the people’s court.” The

County Civil Division hears landlord tenant, small claims {(amounts up
to $5,000) and county civil (amounts of $5,001 to $15,000) cases. The
County Criminal Division hears misdemeanor criminal cases including
traffic violations.

Circuit court and county court judges are appointed or may seek election for
six-year terms. During the August Primary Election, judges for circuit and
county court will be on the ballot. This year, in Miami-Dade County, there
will be three (3) circuit judge seats and five (5) county court seats up for
election.

About the Resource Guide

This resource quide contains basic information about participating judicial
candidates, as provided by the candidate. As such, GSCBWLA makes no
warranties as to the accuracy of the infarmation and it is not the policy of
GSCBWILA to endorse any candidate. Our aim is to create opportunities
for candidates and voters to meet, ask and answer questions regarding the
candidate’s qualifications and to address the community's concerns.





























































All the great things are simple, and many can be
expressed in a single word: freedom, justice, honor,
duty, mercy, hope.

-Wunston Clanpela

Human progress is neither automatic nor inevitable... Every
step toward the goal of justice requires sacrifice, suffering,
and struggle; the tireless exertions and passionate concern
of dedicated individuals.

- Mawrtun Lufirer King, Jr.

I'm for truth, no matter who tells it. I'm for justice, no
matter who it's for or against.

—MWLWVX

Throughout history, it has been the inaction of those who
could have acted; the indifference of those who should have
known better; the silence of the voice of justice when it
mattered most; that has made it possible for evil to triumph.

- Haile Selassie

The challenge of social justice is to evoke a sense of
community that we need to make our nation a better place,
just as we make it a safer place.

- Mawrian Wright Edelvagin
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