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ABOUT GWEN S. CHERRY 
BLACK WOMEN LAWYERS ASSOCIATION

The Gwen S. Cherry Black Women Lawyers Association (GSCBWLA)—formerly the National 
Bar Association Women Lawyers Division Dade County Chapter—was formed in 1985. The 
association’s mission is to address the concerns of women lawyers, and to address the legal, social, 
economic, and political needs of the Black community, and the community-at-large. 

For over thirty years, GSCBWLA has been a network of attorneys dedicated to community service 
and the professional development of its members. The association has placed a strong emphasis 
on community service through its community seminars, free neighborhood legal clinics, programs 
educating and empowering youth, and the mentorship of law students. The association is also 
known for its support of its members’ growth and development within the legal profession. With 
this support, our members have achieved many “firsts” within Florida as lawyers within law firms, 
corporations, government agencies and the judiciary. 

 
In 2005, the association voted to be renamed in honor of community activist Gwendolyn Sawyer 
Cherry, who was the first Black female attorney to practice in Dade County and the first Black 
female legislator in the State of Florida. Throughout the association’s existence, it has grown and 
its reach has expanded. Although it began as a Dade County bar association, GSCBWLA currently 
represents over 350 men and women law students, lawyers and judges throughout the State of 
Florida. 

Founders
 

Dianne Saulney Gaines  Carolyn Y. Howard  Greer E. Davis  Latricia C. Donley   
Vera E. Gilford  Melvia Bailey Green  Marilyn Holifield  Cynthia Johnson Stacks 

Knovack Gramby Jones  Leah A. Simms  Jan A. Templeman  Valeria Bland Thomas 

Past Presidents 

Dianne Saulney Smith (1985-1987)  Cynthia Johnson (1987-1989)
Cynthia A. Everett (1989-1991)  Carolyn Y. Howard (1991-1992) 

Lisa B. Hogan (1992-1994) Latricia C. Donley (1994-1996)  Candace Duff (1996-1997) 
Knovack Gramby Jones (1997-1999)  Darlene Y. Bell-Alexander (1999-2001) 

Shirlyon McWhorter (2001-2003)  Marvelle McIntrye-Hall (2003-2004) 
Detra Shaw Wilder (2004-2005)  S. Nicky Mitchell-Pope (2005-2006) 

Erica N. Wright (2006-2007) Kishásha B. Sharp (2007-2008) Marva L. Wiley (2008-2009)
Flora Jackson-Holmes (2009-2010)  Cheryl D. Linton Robinson (2010-2011) 
Kymberlee Curry Smith (2011-2012)  Olanike Adebayo (2012-2013) Nexcy 

De La Rosa Monroe (2013-2014)  Cynthia Henry Duval (2014-2015)  
Loreal A. Arscott (2015-2017) 
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2018 FLORIDA WOMEN LAWYERS OF COLOR SUMMIT 
 & ANNUAL LEADERSHIP RETREAT SPONSORSHIP BENEFITS 

  

Gold $2,000

Sponsor recognition on event marketing materials  
Brief Sponsor remarks and/or verbal recognition at Summit (Sponsor’s choice) 
Sponsor gift item placed in Summit attendee gift bags 
Three (3) Complimentary Full Florida WLOC Summit Registrations**  
 

Silver $1,500

Sponsor recognition on event marketing materials 
Verbal recognition at Summit 
Two (2) Complimentary Full Florida WLOC Summit Registrations** 
 

Bronze $750

Sponsor recognition on event marketing materials 
One (1) Complimentary Full Florida WLOC Summit Registration** 
 

GSCBWLA Supporters $500

Sponsor recognition on event marketing materials 
Additional tailored sponsor recognition of GSCBWLA Supporter’s choosing, e.g., materials 
in Summit Attendee bags; sponsor a Summit Young Lawyer/Law Student; GSCBWLA 
Supporter vendor table at event 
Contact info@gscbwla.org for more information 
 

 
**Complimentary Summit Registrations Can Be Designated for Any Combination of 

Lawyers, Young Lawyers (Practicing 3 Years or Less) and/or Law Students**
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